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The Thentres, Ke, 


Tueatre Royar, Hayrmarker.—At the 
suggestion of many of our readers, we publish 
the following able and excellent criticism, written 
by E. L. Blanchard, Esq., which appeared in the 
Birmingham Daily Gazite, Oct. 20, 1871 :—“*A 
veteran, Occupying a seat in the boxes on that 
evening, and who had many cherished recollec- 
tions of the great actors in the palmy days of the 
two patent theatres, seemed especially to enjoy 
the comedy as represented with the present Hay- 
market cast. This was Mr William Bestow, long 
proprietor of the TuearricaL JouxNaL, which, 
established in 1840, still enjoys an existence of 
remarkable longevity. Mr Bestow, now in his 
eighty-fourth year, I believe to be the oldest habi- 
tual frequenter of the theatres. He it was who gave 
the last refreshment, with due medical sanction, 
to Dicky Suett, the famous comedian of the last 
century. Suett, by the exuberance of his humour 
on the stage, had completely won the affections of 
Bestow, then a mere youth, and the youthful 
admirer was sent for to the bedside of the dying 
comedian, then residing in Brydges-street, Covent 
Garden, to receive his last wish. It was uttered 
in a faint whisper as being a glass of gin and 
water, and, drained to the end, ‘ Dicky Suett” 
gave expression to his delight in the familiar 
“Oh, dear! oh, la!” and soon after passed 








peaceably away. ‘This was in the year 1805, so 
that Mr Buckstone had, on Monday evening, the 
Unconscious compliment of the plaudits of a 
playgoer who had greeted a comedian of a still 
older school sixty-six years before. It is some- 
thing to know that we have still amongst us a 
laygoer like Mr Bestow, who saw the Kembles 
in their best days, the rise of Macready, the début 
f Edmund Kean, and who retains a vivid 
emembrance of Dodd, Parsons, and Quick, the 
teat actors of the early days of George III., and 
ho can yet, with a vigorous intellect aud hale 
onstitution, enjoy such a performance of The 
ivals as that of Monday night, in proof of the 
egeneracy of the stage being by no means what 
_ much younger cynics would teach us to 
leve, 





a acoaaty 


Sapier’s Wetts.—This theatre during the past 
week has been well attended by most respectable 
audiences, who seemed much pleased with the 
alterations; ard under the new {management 
there has been no alteration in the prices since 
the opening night; indeed it would be unwise at 
present, for the novelties increase nightly in public 
favour, the pieces are in every respect put well 
upon the stage, and the acting is also very praise- 
worthy. Mr F. Belton is a host in himself, and 
it is pleasing to record that old Sadler’s Wells is 
destined to become a resort of the legitimate 
playgoer. 


Garety.—As if to show that there are some 
utterly bad unacted pieces in the background as 
well as good ones, Mr Hastings presented before 
the public notice on Saturday last a trashy and 
absurd production, by a gentleman named Lyne, 
under the extraordinary title of Filled Petticoats. 
It will be sufficient to say that the “comic 
drama” was attended throughout by a running 
commentary of chaff and derision, and that a 
storm of hisses accompanied the fall of the cur- 
tain. Far different from this was the effect pro- 
duced upon the audience by Sir Charles Young’s 
interesting and powerfully-written drama called 
Charms, originally produced at the Queen’s 
Theatre, and noticed by us in July last. We can 
fully endorse every word we then said in praise of 
this work, and a second hearing enables us to 
confirm all that we then stated. With two ex- 
ceptions the cast is the same; the exceptions 
being that Mr C. H. Fenton replaces Mr George 
Rignold as Philip Frere, and Miss L. Moodie is 
the Marchesa in the place of Miss Bessie King. 
Mr Fenten played carefully and made a good im- 
pression, as indeed in such an excellent part he 
could scarcely fail todo. Miss Moodie was very 
fine. This lady will undoubtedly make her way. 
She possesses talent of a very high order, which, 
combined with natural personal advantages, will 
soon make itself known. Mr Lin Rayne played 


better than he did on the first occasin, and Mr 
William Rignold resumed his artistic impersona- 
tion of the so-called Count. Miss Marie Hender- 
son played Amy Bertram as prettily as before and 
in her usual expressive style. 


It is a pity that 
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we do not see more of this clever actress; after 
playing the lead with Mr Phelps at the Queen’s 
last season with such marked ability, surely she 
is worthy of better things than Mrs Catherick in 
the Woman in White at the Olympic. The house 
was very fully attended, and Charms was received 
enthusiastically, author and actors being loudly 
cheered. 


Queen’s,—The inexplicably disastrous career of 
Hinko, an admirably written and beautifully 
acted play, came to an end on Thursday evening 
Jast ; and on Saturday the doors of this theatre 
re-opened with the long-expected revival of 
Shakspere’s Tempest. This fanciful production of 
the great author, more a poem than a drama, has 
been placed upon the boards with great taste 
and liberality, and in a manner reflecting the 
greatest credit upon the energetic and experi- 
enced stage manager, Mr Ryder. There was 
evidently a hearty desire on the part of the 
audience to encourage this attempt of the 
Queen’s management, which found vent in con- 
tinuous and, we may add, deserved applause 
throughout the progress of the play. The cast 
is satisfactory. Miss Henrietta Dodson, who ex: 
perienced a warm reception on her return to her 
old quarters, represents Ariel to perfection, and 
her rendering of the well-known ‘* Where the 
bee sucks” was very enjoyable. Miss Marie 
Rhodes is a promising young actress, ber appear- 
ance being greatly in her favour. Mr Ryder 
gave the fine speeches of Prospero with his ac- 
customed ability. Mr Vollaire deserves great 
praise for his thoroughly Shaksperian impersona- 
tions of Stephano, but Mr Crabb’s Trinculo might 
be improved upon. Two new comers, Mr Gris- 
dale and Mr H. C. Sydney were satisfactory, and 
will, no doubt, improve by practice, and the other 
Jess-important parts were efficiently sustained by 
Messrs W. G. Gresham, W. Ryder Webb, &c. 
The great hit of the evening, however, was Mr. G. 
Rignold’s Caliban, which will, if we are not very 
much mistaken, attract crowds to the Queen's for 
many weeks to come. By this impersonation, 
this actor has made his mark, and however well 
he may have played before, he certainly never 
played better than he did on Saturday night. The 
effect on the audience was decided, and at the 
conclusion of the second act the house literally 
rang with applause, and being honoured with a 
special call before the curtain, Mr Rignold had 
the pleasure of encountering such an outburst of 
enthusiasm as is now seldom heard. Without 
instituting any comparisons, this revival of the 
Tempest is, of itself, emphatically a thing to see. 
Some very lovely scenery has been provided, and 
we very safely advise our readers to lose no time 
in paying a visit to the Queen’s. A thoroughly 
intellectual treat awaits them there. 


LyceumM.—The management has not been very 
fortunate in its two first ventures at this theatre. 
Fanchetie scarcely suited English audiences as, in 
fact, was predicted by most of the American 
—-* some months prior to the appearance of 
Miss Isabel Bateman in London, and now Mr 
Bateman has again committed an error of judg- 
ment (and this time to our thinking a more 
serious one than the first) by placing upon the 


boards of his theatre a slovenly collection of 
shreds and patches by Mr James Albery, founded 
upon that glorious and immortal work, Pickwick, 
under the title of a ‘‘comedy.” The only good 
thing in it is Mr Henry Irving’s impersonation of 
Jingle which is artistic and bighly creditable to 
the actor, but as for Mr Addison’s Pickwick and 
Mr Belmore’s Sam Weller, both these good actors 
are completely out of their proper sphere and the 
result 18 unusually disappointing. ‘The lady per- 
formers do not call for any notice; some good 
scenery is provided, but the piece will not last 
long, though, as usual, most unwarrantable 
enthusiasm was displayed by the admirers of Mr 
Albery, and that gentleman was unwise enough to 
consent to be led on by Mr Bateman at the con- 
clusion of the so-called “‘ comedy.” The majority 
of the audience, in fact, cheered occasionally with 
a pertinacity of which, if they have taken the 
trouble to spend a little thought on the matter 
since, we think they must be somewhat ashamed. 
Some discordant sounds were however heard, and 
we do not hesitate to record our conviction that 
the more intellectual portion of the audience, and 
those who really reverenced the memory of the 
gteat author, were grieved and disappointed at 
the spectacle exhibited at the Lyceum on Ménday 
week, 


STaNDARD.—The Opera company appear to be 
much more successful here than at the more fas- 
tidious West End, and the visitors to this mag- 
nificent theatre (which is indeed worth a journey 
to Shoreditch to see) have had ro reason to be dis- 
appointed at the execution of the well-known 
Lucy of Lammerinoor, Bohemian Girl, and Rose of 
Castile. Miss Rose Hersee, Miss Florence Lan- 
cia, Mr Nordblom, end Mr Parkinson, have ap- 
peared. We wish Mr Douglass, the enterprising 
manager here, every success. 


AL¥rEeD.—We are happy to record the success 
which has attended the revival of Shakspere’s 
King John at this theatre, under Mr Charles 
Harcourt’s courageous and able management. 
Mr Pennington’s King John is not without merit, 
and Mr Harcourt’s Falconbridge is excellent. 
Mrs Harcourt’s Lady Constance is clever, but 
Prince Arthur was not so well played as it might 
have been. The play is mounted with great taste 
and liberality, and the revival does great credit to 
the management. Aing John has drawn, and 
should continue to draw, crowded houses to the 
Alfred. Mr Pennington took his benefit on Fri- 
day night, appearing as Macbeth, supported by 
Mr Harcourt as Macduff and Miss Katherine 
Hickson as Lady Macbeth. 


GnreciAN.—Business seems very good here, un- 
der Mr Conquest’s experienced guidance. On the 
night of our visit, a well-written and interesting 
drama called Mercy’s Choice was carefully per- 
| formed and received with approbation by a very 
good audience. Mr Dan Leeson, an old favourite, 
appeared in the concluding drama. 


Surrey.—The exciting and sensational drama 
Watch and Wait is now supplemented by the 
never-dying 'icket-of-Leave Man,in which Mr 
Henry Neville resumes his original and popular 





character of Bob Brierly. This play is one of the 
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most successful with which Mr Tom Taylor has 
favoured us and which has obtained such a strong 
hold on the affections of the playgoing public, is 
creditably performed here and is in high favour 
with Surrey audiences. Miss Julia Daly, the 
American actress, plays Sam Willoughby in a 
lively style, all the parts in fact being well sus- 
tained. A new drama is in course of preparation 
here to be produced almost immediately, founded 
upon Charles Dickens’ unfinished story of 
“Edwin Drood,” under the title of the Jystery 
of Cloisterham. The author is a Mr W. Stephens, 
agentleman with whom we do not remember to 
have yet made any acquaintance. Thereis plenty 
of room for more authors in the field o! dramatic 
literature ; we should, however, prefer to see 
more original pieces and fewer adaptations. The 
Surrey looks cheerful aud comfortable under Mr 
Shepkerd, who evidently and emphatically is the 
right man in the right place. 


AstLry’s,—Astley’s is itself once more. Once 
more is the ring restored to its rightful place and 
at last Astley’s is again fully worthy of its 
popular and honoured name. The Messrs Sanger 
have been the means of resuscitating this almost 
historical temple of amusement to its proper 
place in the metropolis, and judging from the 
enthusiasm of the opening week we do not think 
we shall be far wrong in predicting a long and 
continued stream of crowded houses and delighted 
spectators, to gladden the hearts and fill the 
pockets of those enterprising gentlemen. We 
can cordially recommend a visit over Westminster 
Bridge if only to see the magnificent spectacle 
placed upon the boards of Astley’s under the 
title of the “ Amazon Queen.” 


Court Tazatre.—On Saturday, this prettily 
decorated little theatre opened its doors for the 
season, and a very full house assembled to witness 
the production of a new comedy by Mr W. S. 
Gilbert entitled On Guard. The famous farce of 
Tittle Toddlekins served as the lever de rideau, and 
brought into requisition the talent of Messrs Bel- 
ford, Leigh, Parry, and Mesdames Stephens, 
Bromley, and Foley. The farce was extremely 
well played throughout, and afforded a strong 
contrast to the melancholy exhibitions with which 
audiences are pleased in even some of our 
best west-end houses. Mr W. 8. Gilbert’s new 
comedy may be summed up as being deficient in 
plot, prolix in dialogues, and yet at the same time 
tolerably entertaining to the spectator. Here and 
there for instance is heard a brilliant flash of wit, 
worthy of the author of The Palace of Truth, 
which compensates to some extent for the childish 
nature of a great part of the dialogue. Some of 
the characters too, are exceedingly well conceived 
and drawn out, notably those of Denis Grant and 
Corny Kavanagh, The scenery is most elaborate, 
the “set” in the second act being particularly 

ood. The acting, taken altogether, is ulso satis- 
actory. Mr Markby, who on Saturday made his 
rst appearance at the Court, has decidedly made 

hit, and his impersonation of Denis Grant is the 
est acted part of the evening. Miss M. Brennan 
8, although clever as Guy Warrington, quite out 
f place in the character. Mr E. Righton bur- 
esques the part of the Attorney Grouse, and is 





pretty much the same as he was as Joe Sargory 
in Great Expectations. Mr John Clayton, with 
a splendid make-up as Baby Boodle, and Mr A. 
Bishop as Corny Kavanagh are both efficient. 
Miss Kate Bishop plays the part of the heroine 
Jessie, who is so unconsciously given to flirting, 
with considerable skill. Selby’s comedietta A 
Little Witch cancludes the programme. 


ee See 


Mr Kennedy has been giving his entertain- 
ment of the Songs of Scotland, in Edinburgh, 
with marked success. The well-known Scottish 
entertainer has been well assisted by four meme 
bers of his family, two sons and two daughters. 


Mrs John Wood, the popular manageress of 
the St. James’s Theatre, has accepted an engage- 
ment to appear at Niblo’s Gardens, New York, 
next February, and will play a farewell season 
at the Adelphi Theatre, commencing at Christ- 
mas. 


The Greenwich Theatre was well attended last 
week, where Fanchonetie and Mr J. T. Douglass’ 
drama of Yor Sale have been performed by the 
Standard company. This week the military 
spectacle of Germans and French will be 
represented. 


M. Raphael Félix has succeeded to the lessee 
ship of St. James’s Theatre, and at that house, 
with which the fortunes of the French drama in 
its migratory state have been intermittently as- 
sociated for a long series of years, he will com- 
mence his sixth season on the evening of Mon- 
day week. 


A trusted correspondent writes us of the suc- 
cess obtained in Scotland and the north of Eug- 
land by Miss Margaret Cooper, who has been 
accompauying Mr Toole on his northern tour, 
Her performance of Mary Bolton and Mr Byron’s 
play, Dearer than Life, has gained her high en. 
comiums, and produced and produced a general 
sense of her adequacy to undertake important 
characters in the higher drama. 


It is reported that a version of the Last days of 
Pompeii is in contemplation at the Queen’s. We 
believe that Mr John Oxenford has the task of 
adapting the novel, and the learned author him- 
self will superintend the production. 

It is said that the old favourite Harry Boleno 
is about to retire from the stage. Lis farewell 
benefit will take place at Drury-lane in about 
three weeks’ time. This popular pantomimist 
has been before the public about thirty-five 
years. He will be remembered as keeping to the 
traditions of the old Grimaldi school. 


Mr Henry Blagrove, the distinguished 
violinist, still continues ill and unable to follow 
his profession. It has been thought a fitting 
opportunity to opena testimonial for him, which 
has been headed by Sir Sterndale Bennett, the 
Rev Sir F, G, Ouseley, Sir J. G. Elvey, Mr 
Hullab, and other leading musicians. 


Miss Bellair, a young lady who has made 
many friends for her pleasing dramatic im- 
personation, announces her benefit for to-day 
(Wednesday), at the Britannia Theatre. Zhe 
Lady of Lyons is one of the pieces announced, 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

A. Ocnounn.—We have all the back numbers by us; give us 
all the particulars and they shall be forwarded; but send 
your letters to the Printers, 335a, Strand, W.C., or to 20, 
Frederick-street, King’s-cross-road, not to the Publisher, as 
we do not get them for several days after the time they 
should be delivered, 

Atnen«AUM.—The same answer as above. 

Minton.—Monday is the latest we can use copy, unless some- 
thing very particular occurs, 

Sippon1ans.—Came too late. 

Goopricu.—Your letter was sent to the Publisher, instead of 
the Printers, 835a, Strand, W.C., so that we did not get the 
tickets till after the performance. 


IMPORTANT. 

It is requested that all business communications and 
advertisements (prepaid) be sent to the Printers, 3354, Strand 
(top floor); but all private letters, tickets for performances, 
mace Nag Mr W. BESTOW, 20, Frepenricx-street, King’s Cross- 
road, 

LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF THE 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL, 
ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 
BELL, St. John-street-road. 
BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-road, Notting-bill. 
COX, Drury-lane. 
DICK, King’s-cross-road. 
NARRIS, Blackfriars-road. 
HILL, Gray’s-inn-road. 
HOPCROFT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborn; 
LACY, 89, Strand. 
NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W 

PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 

PLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 

POTTER, St. John-strect-road. 

PURKISS, 60, Compton-street, Soho. 

RICHARDS, W., 7, Tachbrook-street, Pimlico. 
ROBERTS, JAMES, 195, Shoreditch. 
STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-court-road. 
STEVENS, Goswell-street. 

VICKERS, 317, Strand. 
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SELF-STYLED ACTRESSES. 

SLIGHTLY altering Banquo’s inquiry, we may 
well exclaim, “ What are these so painted and so 
wild in their attire ?” when we find thrust before 
our gaze at nearly every photographer's window 
the “ counterfeit presentments ” of numberless 
sportive nymphs clad, or rather un-clad, in all the 
varieties of classical and modern costume. ‘ Ac- 
tresses ” would be the answer of uninterested or 
casual lookers-on, Actresses indeed! Heaven 
save the mark. Let us look at the names fora 
few moments. To a great portion zo names are 
affixed, to a few we find names that we 
hold in honour, whose dress and posés are not 
derogatory to their sex and profession, and against 
whom not a word from us shall be said. But to 
the great majority of these attractive pictures 
names (evidently assumed ones) are appended 
which are all or nearly all totally unknown even 
to the most constant playgoer. Who are these 
fair creatures then? That we scarcely care to ans- 
wer. It is just possible that they may have ap- 


peared for a few evenings on the boards of Lon- 
don theatres at occasional intervals, or at some of 
the recent attempts at introducing opera-boufle, 


&c., but beyond this, (and what in the name of 
all that is good in zh¢és worth ?) what earthly claim 
have they to appropriate to themselves the 
honoured name of actress? The numerous good 
and respectable ladies of all ranks in the pro- 
fession must feel their dignity and sense of self- 
respect somewhat roughly touched when they re- 
flect that by a large portion of the public in whom 
exists a deeply-rooted prejudice against the thea- 
tre and its associations, (which under existing cir- 
cumstances it is not always easy to combat) they 
are included without any distinction or reservation 
with the class against which we now protest. We 
do not hesitate to say that some of the photo- 
graphs publicly exhibited are a scandal and a dis- 
grace to the authorities of London. The Day’s 
Doings was voted * immoral” by the chief magis- 
trate of the City and up to this day is refused a 
place at the railway book stalls under Messrs W. 
H. Smith and Son, but beyond, some perhaps 
rather too bold copies of celebrated pictures, the 
illustrations have been by no means so flagrantly 
and obviously suggestive as are an immense num- 
ber of the photographs unblushingly displayed 
side by side with royalty, church dignitaries, 
authors, and respectable actors and actresses. It 
must be somewhat embarrassing we imagine fora 
father (say with bis daughter) intently following 
portrait by portrait in the shop window to sudden- 
ly stumble upon a prominent and most prononcé 
one of a member either of the ‘‘ demi-monde ” or 
of that class who, as we complain, and we think 
with reason, come under the category of actresses, 
Truly the management of these things is dread- 
fully one-sided. Cremorne, where everything so 
far as the manager, Mr Baum, could exercise any 
coutrol, was perfectly harmless and in good order, 
is shut up; but numberless night houses are 
quietly winked at. The sellers of the Day's 
Doings were fined, bat the sellers of photographs 
calculated to do considerable injury in more ways 
than one, and to vilify an already tolerably well 
abused profession, are allowed perfect impunity. 


09 


“O reform it altogether ! 
a 


Dean Milman’s fine play of Fazio; or, the 
Italian Wife has been revived at Dublin, with 
Miss Bateman as Bianca. 

The Merchant of Venice still continues its suc- 
cessful carcer at the Prince’s Theatre, Man- 
chester, and still attracts crowds of delighted 
spectators. We understand that Londoners will 
shortly have avn opportunity of hearing the 
music which Mr Arthur Sullivan composed ex- 
pressly for this revival, as arrangements are 
being made for its performance at the Crystal 
Palace, Sydenham. 

The St James’ Theatre will open for a season 
of French plays, under Mr Raphael Felix, on 
Monday, Nov. 6th. 

We believe that there is no truth in the report 
that Mr E, T. Smith bas become lessee and 
manager of the Opera Comique in the Strand. 
The unlucky theatre is still, so far as we under- 
stand, in the market. 

Mr Charles Ash, one of our best harlequins, 
is engaged for Christmas at the Albambra 
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BENEFIT TO THE WIDOW OF THE LATE 
MR JAMES FLAXMAN, 
Proprietor of the a, ee, 18, Denmark-street, 
oho. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE! 


Art a general meeting held at the above thea- 
tre on Friday last, it was resolved as follows : 
“ That a grand special performance, to consist 
of the Sleeping Draught, the School for Scan- 
dal, and High Life below Stairs, shall take 
place at the St. George’s Theatre, Langham- 
place, the first week in December.” Ladies 
and gentlemen willing to take part in the 
above, or otherwise to lend their assistance to 
the cause, are respectfully informed that a 
meeting will take place at the Eclectic Thea- 
tre on Thursday, Nov. 2, when the full list of 
pieces will be exhibited in the green-room, and 
offers for the same received in order of pri- 
ority. Arrangements for the first and succeed- 
ing rehearsals will also be then entered into. 
The meeting will be beld at 8.30. All com- 
munications may be addressed to Mr Alfred 
Darkie, acting manager and treasurer, 17, 
Gresse-street, Rathbone-place, W. 


—— 


Amutens Performances. 


——< _— 


THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB. 


THe above-named Club, under the manage- 
ment of Mr R, Horsley Woods, gave an entertain- 
ment on Tuesday, 24th inst., at the Vestry, in 
aid of the Chelsea relief society. The ball was 
crammed with a most select and appreciative 
audience, numbering nearly 1,000 persons, and 
hundreds were turned away. The programme 
consisted of pianoforte solos, songs, recitations, 
&c., and included the names of several well-known 
amateurs, amongst others the name af Mr E. 
Compton, (son of the celebrated “ Compton ”) 
who literally convulsed the audience with laugh- 
ter by his comic recitations, “ The American 
Militia,” and the *“ Irish Schoolmaster ;” but 
above all it included the name of the now very 
popular artiste Mdlle Cornlie D’Anka. This lady, 
so well known in the West End, had most graci- 
ously consented (for the second time) to give 
her valuable aid. When she appeared at the 
Vestry Hall on the 10th inst,, the reception ac- 
corded her was most flattering, but her appear- 
ance on Tuesday last was the signal for loud and 
long continued applause—such applause as has 
never before been heard in Chelsea. Mdlle 
D’Anka’s rendering of Gounod’s “Sérénade” was 
applauded to the very echo, the demand for an 
encore being complied with by her singing 
“Charlie is my darling.” The charming and 
fascinating rendering of this lay produced in- 
describle enthusiasm. Cheer upon cheer rang 
through the hall. In vain did Mdlle D’Anka bow 
her acknowledgments, but the applause was only 
silenced by her singing in a most sweet and 
touching manuer one verse of the ever-popular 





song ‘* Home, Sweet Home.” At the conclusion 
of this latter song the audience applauded 
tremendously, and twice bad she to bow her 
acknowledgments ere they would permit her to 
retire. The reception given to Mdlle D’Anka 
proves without a doubt that she has made her- 
self immensely popular, and we think deservedly 
so, not mereiy by her brilliant singing but by the 
great kindness she has rendered in aiding the 
cause of charity, She was accompanied by a 
well-known composer, one whose fame ranks 
high in the musical world. The Thetis Drama- 
tic Club are slowly but surely establishing a 
class of entertainments in Chelsea that bids fair 
in time to rank with the highest, and we wish 
them every success—the more soas their time and 
trouble are freely givento help those who can- 
not helpthemselves. Great praise is due to Mr 
R. Horsley Woods for his excellent management. 
The next entertainment is announced for the 
7th of November. 


ArviLirry HALL, Srratrorp.—The Stratford 
Dramatic Club gave a performance at the above 
on the 23rd, for the benefit of the West Ham dis- 
pensary, under the patronage of Sir Antonio 
Brady, Wingfield Baker, M.P., Andrew Johnston, 
M.P., Ald. White, and other influential personages. 
A large and fnsbionable audience attended who 
appeared well-pleased with the entertainments 
provided.. JMiriam’s Crime was the first on the 
programme, and for a used-up drama was highly 
successful. Mr R. Gaston, who usually plays 
Huffins appeared on this occasion as Bernard 
Reynolds, and greatly distinguished himself inthe 
part. It was enacted with ease and ability ; it 
had evidently been carefully studied, and every 
point was well brought out, the result being very 
satisfactory ; he was well made up and looked it 
in every respect. We must also praise Mr Clare- 
mont for his acting as Huffiu; the honest lawyer 
received good treatment at his hands; it told well 
with the audience, who applauded heartily his out- 
spoken sentiments. Biles, which is always the 
favourite part, was got through with credit. Mr 
List did not represent him so extravagantly as 
some comedians have done. But he erred on the 
right side. It was well conceived, and the 
Lawyer's Clerk caused immense amusement. Mr 
Fish undertook the part of Scumley, and played 
it admirably. Itis a difficult character for an 
amateur, and Mr Smith deserves commendation 
for his talented delineation of an unthanktul 
part. Daniel was made the most of by Mr Tho- 
mas, whose brogue would not have disgraced a 
native of the Emerald isle: Miriam West found 
a really good exponent in Mrs Blanche Payne. 
She threw a deal of feeling and tenderness into 
it, and made the success of the drama by her ex- 
cellent acting, and we ouly express the opinion 
of the audience when we only say that the part 
could not have been better played. Mrs Rosseau 
was Mrs Raby, and therefore the Lodging-house 
Keeper was safe o go well—she having had so 
much experience in these parts. The trial scene 
from the Merchant of Venice followed, in which 
Mr Gaston appeared as Shylock, and spoke with 
spirit and elocutionary skill. Antonio was not 
at all bad as played by Mr Reading, and a cer- 


| tain amount of praise belongs to Mr Kendall, for 
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Gratiane. Bassanio was passably acted by Mr 
Harmer, who should speak much slower and 
more distinctly, and had Mr Vigis read his part 
as well asjhe looked it it would have been more 
successful, Mrs Payne pleased every one by her 
intelligent reading as Porjia, the speech on 
Mercy being especially good. Mrs Rugg was 
the Nerissa. We must inform some of these 
gentlemen that Shakspere’s words must be studied 
as well as learned, and we should advise them to 
be content with Dramas, and leave Shakspere till 
they have gained more experience. Mr Gaston 
and Mrs Payne we know have devoted many 
years to the study of the Legitimate Drama, and 
consequently their acting threw the efforts of the 
other actors into the shade. We recommend 
them to persevere and no doubt they will be 
competent to add Shakspere to their repertore. 
The evening’s amusements concluded with the 
Tlarvest Storm, which we were unable to see hav- 
ing to catch the train. Altogether they had to 
be congratulated on what was done, and we hope 
the Charity will benefit by their exertions. ‘The 
Band of the 3rd Essex Volunteers filled up the 
waits with some agreeable music, under the dir- 
ection of Mr H. Male. Mr May supplied some 
appropriate dresses, and Mr Wickens was the 
perruquier. 
a 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

On Monday evening Mr Mapleson inaugu- 
rated his short season of operatic perform. 
ances, in the presence of an immense assembly, 
who seemed delighted to avail themselves of 
the opportunity of witnessing Rossini’s grand 
opera, Semiramide, as well as of listening to 
the magnificent singing of Mdlle. Titiens and 
Mdme. Trebelli, besides that of the splendid 
company assembled in Covent Garden Theatre, 
now the only grand Opera-house in London. 
Attractive as is the opera of ‘ Semiramide ” 
from the beauty of the music, its splendid 
marches, and magnificent choruses, it can only 
be presented where such artistes as Mdlle Ti- 
tiens and Mdme. Tribelli unite their talents 
and respectively impersonate the Assyrian 
queen and her warrior son Arsace, so that it 
is comparatively a stranger on the Royal 
Italian Opera stage. The performance was, 
however, excellent throughout, whilst the 
singing and acting of Mdlle Titiens and Mdme. 
Trebelli were never more thoroughly enjoyed 
and appreciated. Signor Agnesi took the 
character of Assur, and if he did not succaed 
in recalling to mind his great predecessor 
Tamburini, he certainly proved himself to be 
the best representative of the character since 
those days. Signor Foli, as Oroe, exhibited 
his fine voice to advantage, although the florid 
music of Rossini is hardly suited to him, 
whilst Signor ‘Tessemon, as Idreno 
gave promise of future usefulness. 
Apart from their singing, the splendid acting 
of Mdille. Titiens as the Queen, the interesting 
impersonation of Arsace by Madame Trebelli, 





together with Signor Agnesi’s spirited repre- 
sentation of Assur, were sufficient to render 
the performance of Rossini’s opera a treat of 
no ordinary kind, particularly at this season of 
the year.—Standard. 


————ga 


POPULAR ACTORS—LX. 


WEWITZER. 

A capital comic actor, and a great favourite 
in his day. He was a jeweller, but his sister 
being an actress, and taking her benefit at 
Covent Garden, he thought he would turn his 
attention to the stage, and attempt Ralph in 
the Maid of the Mill, the piece selected for her 
benefit. Mr Harris, seeing talent in him, en- 
gaged him at once for small parts. In 1789 
he went to Dublin. Next year he opened the 
ill-fated Royalty theatre, and afterwards join- 
ed the D. L. and Haymarket companies. He 
was the original Jew in the Young Quaker, 
He was also engaged by Arnold for his Eng- 
lish Opera at the Lyceum, but returned to D. 
L. where he appeared as Soto in She Would 
and she Would Not. Though his powers were 
limited, he was a useful and excellent come- 
dian; in foreigners or Jews of a comic or dry 
nature he was particularly clever, such as Can- 
ton, Moses, &c. Also in outre characters, 
drunken or simple servants, &c. He was on 
the stage many years. He was remarkable, 
also, for his extemporaneous witticisms; a 
volume of jests was actually published, bear- 
ing his name as the author. 


—_——_—_—__—_—-- 


French papers often furnish Englishmen with 
English news. Here is a late sample. The 
Paris Journal says that the proprietor of Cre- 
morne lost his licence through playing an anti- 
German piece which had offended Prince 
Bismarck ! 

The Royal Highnesses the Prince and Prin- 
cess of Wales have contributed 250 guineas to 
the Chicagog Relief Fund now raising at the 
Mansion House. The total sum received up to 
Monday night amounted to about £45,000. 

The National Choral Society will begin its 
twelfth season to-night (Wednesday) at Exeter 
Hall with a rehearsal of Mendelssohn’s Wal- 
purgis Night, under Mr Martin’s direction, 

The Duke of Edinburgh and suite honoured 
the Gaiety with their presence on Monday 
evening. 

Mr Johnson delivered a lecture on the Alex- 
andra Palace Tontine at the Clapham Hall, 
Clapham Common, on Monday night. Several 
persons subscribed to the undertaking at the 
close. 

A correspondent of the Morning Advertiser sug- 
gests the formation of a company or club, on the 
principle of the People’s Garden Society at 
Willesden, to purchase Cremorne Gardens for the 
use of the public, and render them independent of 
the licence of the Middlesex bench of magistrates. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 


ALLIANCE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Manager, Mr A. 
Westbrook ; Secretary, Mr R. Balley, No. 10, Serle- 
street, Lincoln’s Inn; to whom all communications 
should be addressed. 


BELGRAVE DRAMATIC CLUB, Establishe 
1870.—Club room ‘ Queen Arms,’”’ Warwick-street, 
Pimlico, S.W. Acting-Manager, Mr C. Pollett; 
Stage-Manager, Mr E. Christie; Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer, Mr W. Miller. For particulars as to ad- 
mission, &c., in this select club, apply by letter to the 
Sec. as above. 

BELGRAVE STROLLERS. Registered.—This first- 
class West-End Dramatic Club meet for rehearsal 
every Monday Evening at 8 o’clock at their Club 
Room at Harris’s Music Library, 33, Rathbone-place, 
W. Musical Director, Leader, and Composer, Mr 
Joseph R. W. Harding, R.A.M.; Stage-manager, 
Mr George Field; acting-manager and secretary, Mr 
Henry Walgrave, to whom all communications must 
be addressed. 


CITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 
This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 o’clock in Albion Hall, London 
Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec. for 
Dramatic Class, Mr A. Tracey Middleton; hon. secs, 
for the Society, Mr J. H. Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne. 


COMEDIANS.—Meet every Monday evening at 8 
o’clock, at 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-square, W. All 
applications for admission of new members te be made 
to the secretary at the above address. President and 
secretary, Mr G. Wood. Managers, Messrs Walter 
Franklen and George Pauncefort. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—This first-class West- 
End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 
at 45, Chancery-lane, W.C. For particulars as to ad- 
mission for members or for performances, apply b 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club-room. j. 
= Buckstone, Esq., T. R. Haymarket, Hon. Presi- 

ent. 


MUTUAL DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Thurs- 
day evening at 8.30 at the PLoucu Tavern, Museum- 
street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr B. Corre; 
secretary, Mr ALYp. JAMES. Rules may be had on 
application. 


REYNOLDS’ THESPIAN DRAMATIC CLUB, 44, 
Sun-street, finsbury-square, meet for Rehearsal 
every Wednesday evening at 8 o’clock; entrance fee, 
ls. ; terms nominal ; members free from all responsi- 
bility ; every requisite procured, Professional instruc- 
tion given; an advantage given over all other drama- 
tic Clubs. Performances will take place when perfect, 
in which Mr Reynolds will appear, assisted by his 
pupils. For particulars address with stamp for reply, 
to Edwin Reynolds, Tragedian, as above. 


SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB. Est. 1862.— 
Every Thursday evening at 9 at the ‘' Plough” 
Tavern, Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, 
Mr H Williams; stage-manager, Mr John Caffrey ; 
treasurer, Mr J. Cantor ; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas. 


THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB. Established 1868.— 
Manager, Mr R. Horsley Woods. Acting Manager 
and Secretary, Mr Cyril J. Mullett. Meetings every 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. This Club is now conducted on 
a novel and original system, possessing peculiar ad- 
vantages to members. Ladies or Gentlemen desirous 
of joining this select club are requested to communi- 
cate with the Manager, at 37, Markham-square, S.W 








Applications to be addressed as above. 





Editor’s Benefit. 
ANTED, Five able Amateur Gentlemen, each to 
play an act of RICHARD III. for the above 
Benefit. Other parts vacant. Apply with stamp for 
reply, to EDWIN RsTNOLDs, Tragedian, 44, Sun-street, 
Finsbury-square, 





THE OBER-AMMERGAU PLAY. 

A very graphic account of the celebrated 
decennial passion-play has appeared ir the 
Daily News, whose correspondent was greatly 
impressed with the solemnity of the whole 
affair. It appears the actors went through their 
parts with an earnest devotion worthy of their 
theme. The “Christus” was singularly gifted 
by nature for bis part—a tall handsome man, 
with long hair and a crisp curly beard. 

The history of Sweden records a very ex- 
traordinary incident which took place at the 
representation of the mystery of the Passion 
under King John If. The actor who played 
Longinus, the soldier who was to pierce the 
Christus on the cross in the side, was so trans- 
ported with the spirit of his action, that he 
really killed the man who personated our Lord ; 
who, falling suddenly and with great violence, 
overthrew the actress who represented the Holy 
Mother. King John, who was present at this 
spectacle, was so enraged against Longinus, 
that he leaped on the stage and struck off his 
head. The spectators, who had been delighted 
with the too violent actor, became infuriated 
against the king, fell upon him in a throng and 
killed him. 

Nothing tragic happened at the last Bavarian 
mystery. The acting was admirable, the whole 
thing occurred in broad daylight andthe fine 
view of the surrounding mountains added to 
the grandeur of the effect. Acted scenes and 
tableaux vivans followed one another in quick 
succession and the whole display concluded 
with a tremendous natural thunderstorm. 


a 


Hottoway’s O1ntTMENT AND Pitis.—Sores which 
are daily extending, ulcers which are hourly 
deepening, may be arrested in their torturing pro- 
gress, and induced to take a healthy action by 
applying this healing Ointment, and taking these 
purifying Pills. It soothes all distempers and 
extracts all morbid matter from the skin. Old 
ulcers of the legs, inflammations caused by 
varicose veins, cramps in the lower limbs, can 
easily be eased and shortly cured by Holloway’s 
never-failing Ointment, which represses excessive 
and stimulates sluggish evascular and nervous 
action, In constitutions breaking down under 
piles, fistulas, and other similarly painful mala- 
dies, a few applications of this soothing Ointment 
will give comfort, and a persistance in its use will 
effect a cure. 





The Athenzum Dramatic Club. 


ANTED at once a few talented Ladies and Gentle- 

men to complete the above Club, Good parts 

open. ‘Terms moderate. Address, WM, BARBER, 
11, Canterbury-terrace, er S.E. 





Hing’s Cross Theatre. 


O BE LET. Inquiries to be addressed to Mr Jobn 
Dryden, proprietor, 7, Euston-road, W.C, 
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MATIOMAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


HOLBORN. 


M\HIS POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
{} EVERY EVENING tor ; 
CONCERT AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure the comfort of visitors. 
The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including the 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 


Doors open at Flalf-past Eight. 


Close at ‘I’ welve o'clock. 


Admission throughout the establishment ls, 
Musical Director, Mr, W. M. PACKER, R.A.M, 





THEATRE ROYAL 


UNDER THE 


evening, till further notice, BRAVI 
At a quarter to 8, THI) MARBLE HEART. 
Miss sere Moodie ; 


MANAGEMENT OF MR F. 


MMRIUMPHANT SUCCESS of the cn, of this pcpular Theatre and the New Management. 
NG THE STORM. 


SADLERS WELLS. 


BELTON. 


At 7, every 


Mr J. Collier, Mrs G. Hodgson, and the Company, 


Raphael .Duchatelet, Mr F. Belton; Marco (the Marble Heart), 
Solage, Mr J. Collier; and the entire strength of the Company.---SPECIAL NOTICE; 


The Theatre is entirely re-embellished and all Fees abolished. Ommnibuses and trains from every part of London. 


Acting Manager, Mr A. B. Viner. 





PAMPHILON 
Hotel and arestaucant, 


27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 
UNDER ENTIRE NEW MANAGEMENT OF 
JOHN HART, 

And ef the Northumberland Arms, Russell-street, 
Covent Garden. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE, 

HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till1, 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, Xe. 

WINES, SPIRITS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 

HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS, 
BASS’S Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine Scotch 
Ales, on draught. 

GOOD BEDS. 





7 thank God, Ihave been so well brought up that I can 
write my name,”—2 “ Henry VI.,” act 4, scene 2, 


WARBURTON’S 


SHAKSPERE COPYBOOKS. 


No. IL, PRICE SIXPENCE. 








MMIIE COPIES set in these BOOKS consist of care- 
fully selected passages from SHAKSPERE’S plays, 

so that the pupil, whilst writing the Exercises, may at 

the same time be impressed with many of the noble 

lessons inculcated by the great poet. 

assell, Petter, and Galpin, Ludgate Hill, London. 


THE EDITOR'S BENEFIT. 

A Committee having been formed to carry out this 
object, Mr EK. Rrynoups, who has kindly offered his 
services as manager, begs the co-operation of ladies and 
gentlemen who wish to forward his views, and any in- 
formation as to time and place may be ascertained by 
jnquiring at his residence, 44, Sun-st., Finsbury-sq. 


Madame Tussaua’s Exhibition Baker-street. 
N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times; amongst them 
portrait models of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq, 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE, Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror, 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
OW ADDED a magnificent marriage group of 
H.R.H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 
LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 
worn in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
street Station. 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N VIEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EM- 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mac- 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 
Admission, 1s, ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra roome, 
6d,—Open from 9 a.m, till 10 p.m, 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
{AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
ANCES for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER. Per- 
sons about to follow tue profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order for an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 
SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 








The Stage. The Stage. 
ADIES and GENTLEMEN prepared for the Dra- 
matic Profession and Engagements procured. Ad- 

dress, stamped envelope for reply, to EDwiN REYNOLDs, 
Tragedian, 44, Sun-street, Finsbury. 

Amateur performances superintended and acknow- 
ledged. Stage business taught, 

N.B.—Members wanted for a new Dramatic Club. 
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